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Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office Removal of Jail Support

(CHARLOTTE, NC) — Today at 10 a.m. Sheriff McFadden spoke to jail supporters outside of the
Mecklenburg County Detention Center and was seeking group leadership in which no one present took
ownership. They were asked to relocate today by 2 p.m. and were offered resources from MCSO to safely
aid in the removal of their property.

The request came after several complaints were filed (externally and from other groups with similar
interests) about the jail supporters harassing visitors, employees, and impeding daily business operations
of those attempting to access MCSO facilities. Including but not limited to spitting and banging on
windows, removal of the flag, human feces in the walkway, sleeping overnight, a roaming Pitbull,
blocking bus lanes and pedestrian traffic, etc.

Sheriff McFadden allowed and supported the group to station there for roughly three weeks before any
action was taken. MCSO staff were given a directive to allow the group to occupy the space, have access
to the building, facilitate daily trash removal and water storage if needed.

Sheriff McFadden says; “l am deeply disturbed because | support the cause of reentry into the community
as it is apart of my Mission and Vision for my agency. What | cannot support is an unsafe and disruptive
environment for those conducting business at MCSO facilities. | now look forward to continuing positive
dialogue with members of the community as we move past this unfortunate incident.”

Deputies were onsite as the group grew larger. After being asked multiple times to leave the property
sheriff’s deputies began arresting those who refused to leave. A total of 43 jail supporters were arrested as
a result of the incident.
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